D5S/03F2070 14 21 FAX 9183132128 AGM CABALLERD @oodsong

STATE CAPMTOL

PO B 08 424 ﬁsmmhlg

SACAAMENTO, GA 34249-0026
(16 392128

FAX (016] 318.2128 (IEIH f[l nia mﬂgiﬁ ln’[urz

DISTRICT OFFICE
TEIWFST Al ISAL 5T, STE. 1
Bl e ANNA M. CABALLERO

1831] 759 AGTE ASEEMAIYMEMBER, TWENTY-EISHTH GISTRICT
FAN (331) 750 2001

5132010

Honorahle Darrell Sieinberg

President pro Tempore, CA State Senate
State Capito), Room 203

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear President pro Tempore Steinbery;

| am the legislator representing the citics and communities of the Salinas Valley in Monmerey
County. | am writing to mform wou that the Salinas Valley Faerprise Zone is a critical
component of the economic development strategy of the jurisdictions [ represent.

Given the current economit erisis and high unemployment rates in California at this time, it is
critical that the State invest in programs to encourage ceonomic growth, Unemployment rates for
the eommunities of the Salinas Valley wure ull higher than 20% this winter, and exceeded 40%, in
some locations. The Foturprise Zone serves as the single most important iicentive program for
businesses across our great State of Calilomis, By providing tax credits for businesses thal hirc
certain residents living i distressed areas, the Enlerprise Zone encourages husincsses to invest in
slrugaling communities and spurs economic prowth and job creation.

The Salinas Valley Enterprise Zone is a relatively new Enterprisc Zone, having recejved s
designation an January 30, 2009 As of April 1, 2010, the Enterprisc Zone has issued a wal of
550 vouchers for Hiring Credils 1o 118 local businesses. The addition the Enterprise Zone also
serves as a powerlul anraction for new businesses and has preatly increased interest in the Salinas
Valley; in tact several businesses, including clectric vehicle manufacturer Green Vehicles Inc.,
have already relocated w the Salinas Valley thanks in no small part 10 the Enterprise Zone, These
cumpanics and others that are scriously considering locating in the Salinas Valley have indicated
the Enterprise Zone program has played an important role in determining where they would
locate thewr business,

In addition to these successus, the Salinas Walley Enterprise Zone hus worked with local
urganizations and programs, including the Monicrey County OneStop Career Center and City ol
Salinas Operation Censefire, an anti-pang effort, in an effort 10 encourage husinessgao h g lhc
inost at-risk individuals, ‘Ihe Salinas Valley Enlerprise Zone is looking forw AftadWa

its efforts to wiilize the benefils of the Enlerprise Zone 1o benefit thelis
continued support of the Enterprise Zone remain a high priority,

Thank you for your consideration 1o my request.

Sinucerely,
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